
Jefferson's Policy of 
Civilization and 

Assimilation 

"I consider the business of hunting as already 
become insufficient to furnish clothing and 
subsistence to the Indians. The promotion of 

agriculture, therefore, and household 
manufacture, are essential in their 

preservations, and I am disposed to aid and 
encourage it liberally. This will enable them to 

live on much smaller portions of land, and, 
indeed, will render their vast forests useless but 
for the range of cattle; for which purpose, also, 

as they become better farmers, they will be 
found useless, and even disadvantageous. 

While they are learning to do better on less 
land, our increasing numbers will be calling for 
more land, and thus a coincidence of interests 
will be produced between those who have land 
to spare, and want other necessaries, and those 
who have such necessaries to spare, and want 
lands. This commerce, then, will be for the 

good of both, and those who are friends to both 
ought to encourage it...In truth, the ultimate 
point of rest and happiness for them is to let 
our settle-ments and theirs meet and blend 

together, to intermix, and become one people.  

"Incorporating themselves with us as citizens 
of the United States, this is what the natural 

progress of things will, of course, bring on, and 
it will be better to promote than to retard it. 

Surely it will be better for them to be identified 
with us, and preserved in the occupation of 

their lands, than be exposed to the many 
casualties which may endanger them while a 
separate people. I have little doubt, but that 

your reflections must have led you to view the 
various ways in which their history may 

terminate, and to see that this is the one most 
for their happiness. And we have already had 
an application from a settlement of Indians to 

become citizens of the United States. It is 
possible, perhaps probable, that this idea may 
be so novel as that it might shock the Indians, 
were it even hinted to them. Of course, you 

will keep it for your own reflection; but, 
convinced of its soundness, I feel it consistent 
with pure morality to lead them towards it, to 
familiarize them to the idea that it is for their 
interest to cede lands at times to the United 

States, and for us thus to procure gratifications 
to our citizens, from time to time, by new 

acquisitions of land."  
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