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IN SENATE.
Mownpay, May 11, 1846.

The Journal having been read—

A Message was received.from the President of
the United States, by Mr. Walker, his Private Sec-
retary, which was read by the Secretary of the
Senate, as follows: . )

T the Senate and House of Representotipes:s =~ 0 o

The existing state of the relations hetween' the” United
States and Mexico, reniders.it proper that I should bring the
subject to the cousideration of Congress, In my Message
at the commencement of your présent session, the state of
thesc relations, we ciyses which led to the suspension of
diplomatic intercourse between the two countries in March,
1845, and the long continued and unredressed wrongs ami
injuries committed by thé Mexican Government-on eitizens
of the United. States in their persons-and property, were
briefly set forth. . )

Asthe facts and opinions which were then laid before you
were carefully considered, T cannat better express my pres-
ent convictions of the' condition of- aflnirs up 10 that time,
than by referring you to that communication,

The strong desire to establish peace with Mexico, on 1ib
eral and honorable terms, and the readiness of this overn-
ment to regulate and adjust our houndary, and other causes
of difference with that Power, on such fair and equitable
principles as would leud to perinanent relations of the most
friendly nature, induced me in Septémber lJast to seek the
reopening of diplomatic refations between the twoeountiies.
Lvery measure adopted onour-pact hadfor its objectihe fur-
thergnce of - these desiréd aresulls.. - In communigating to
Congress & sueeinet Statoment of the injuries which we had
suffered; from Mexico, and which' have heen accumulating
during & geriod of more than twenty years, every expression
that could tend to inflaine the people of Mexico, or defeat or
delay a pacifie result, was cavefully avoided,  An Envoy of
the United States repaired to Mexico with {nll powers. to ad-
just every existing difierence. But though present on the
Mexican soil, by agreement between the two Governreats,
invested with full powers, and hearing evidence oftl'e most
friendly dispositions, his mission has been unavailiig.. The
Mezxican Government not only refused to receive nim, or”
listen to his propositions, but after a long-continved series
of menaces, have at last invaded our territory and shed the
binod of our fellow-citizens on our own soil. :

It now becomes my duty to state more in detail the origin,
progress, and failure of that mission.- In pursuance of the
instructions given in Septembér last, an inquiry wasg made,
on the 13th of October, in 1845, in the most friendly terms,

-through our consul in-Mexico, of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, whether the MexXican Government < would receive
<an envoy from the Upited States intristed with full powers
‘to adjust all the guestions in dispute: between the two
‘Governments 3>’ with the assuranee that “should the an-
¢swer be in the affirmative; such-an envoy would be imme-
¢diately despatehed to Mexico.”” The Mexican Minister,
on the 15th of October, gave an affirmative answer to this
inquiry, requesting at the same time that our naval foree at
Vera Cruz might be withdrawn, lest its continuzd presence
might assume the appearance of menace and coereion
pending the negotiations. - This force was_ immediately
withdrawn. On the 10th of November, 1845, Mr. John 8li-
dell, of Louisiana, was commissioned by e as’ Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister. Plenipotentiary of the United
States to Mexico, and was intrusted with full powers.to ad-

just both the questionsof the Texas baundary and of indem-
nifieation to our citizens. The redress of “the-wrongs of
our citizens naturally and inseparably blended .its€lf with
the question of boundary, The settlement of the ohe ques-
tion in any correct view of the subject involves that of the
other. I.could not, for a moment, entertain, the idea that
the claims of our much-injured and long-suffering ¢itizens,
many of which had cexisted for more than twenty’ years,
should be postponed,or separated from the settlement of the
boundary guestion. O i
Mr. 8lidell arrived at Vera Criz on the 30th of November,
and was courteously recaived by the authorities ofthateity.

But the Government of General Herrera was then tottéring
to its fall. The revolutionary party: had seized upon-the .
Texas question to effect or hasten its overthrow. ~ Its deter-
mination to restore friendly rélations with the United States, .
and to receive our Minister, to negotiate for-the settlement
of this question; was violently assailed; and’ was made ‘the -~
great theme of denunciation against it. The Government of

General Herrera, there is good réason to believe, was sin-
cerely desirous to receive our-Minister; but it yielded to'the
storm raised by its enemies, and on the 21st of Decerber zé~
, || fused to accredit Mr: Slidel upon the nostfrivolous pretexts,

These are so fiily and ably.exposed.in the nof

' 11 dell of the 24th of December Tast; to the Mexican
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of Foreign Relations, herewith transmitted, that I deem i

E . o) eem it
Eln{;iceissa.ry 10 enter into further detail on thiz’s portion oef thle
subject. . ST g

also been established at Point Isabel, near the Brasos San~
tiago, thirty miles in rear of the encampment. The selec-

bj S tion of his position was necessarily ¢ j t
ref;V;i glzzz ag‘?g\:vdate of Mr. Slidell’s note, General Her- || ‘of the gengraj innc,;“,,a,,s,:;;ﬁefsamy confided to the judgment
Strugale, and. o ‘the g;&m:;‘ggcgﬁ%gﬂlrggée&%s&2“}?3}; ;’1 an'l;h?i gV[exilcan f'olrce]soaﬁ Matamoras assumed a belligerent | 1
dency,.” This revolution was accomplished solely b o || in comumand, notfied Ganara by Senerat Ampadia, then |,
€ X 4 . X T lely by the {"in command, notified General ‘Taylor to break up his cam
?il}lllilsy;ll ‘};Z ‘{legpnﬁ hs;%;:% it:k;;{ little part in the contest; and ,within twenty-four ‘hours, and to);etire beyond gue Nucceg )
& militarg iga' o p Ier lexico passed into the hands of gg[el:ra, gnd in the evgnlt of his failure to comply withﬂthese ]
S eTASh . ) oo - 3ands, announced thatarms, and arms alone, must decide |! ¢
ad?ui*tteﬁl;e lxl;nss‘(’iﬂpt?ﬁav_e no[g&fi_ort untried toeffect an amicable. || the guestion. But no open act of hosiility was commitied 1
oo it (}e’s}cq" “r'eetfedM - Slidell to presenthis || until the 24th of April. On that day, General Arista, who
10.be. officially fe (;v “hiaza] of General Paredes, and ask || had succeeded to the cominand of the Mexican forces, com-
e foﬁ tak? eﬁi_ﬁ y him. ’lherg wguld have been || municated to Geneyal Taylor that « lie considered hostilities
intoé o) r ¥ 1'n this step had: General Paredes come commenced, and should prosecute them.” A party of dra- | {
eve'nlt)’h'sx&dy‘a ;eéu?r constitutional succession. In that %oons of sixty-three wmen and officers were on the same ',
prenL Y 01 h m_m1s§at 01'1_ Wwould have been considered buta || day despatched from the American camp up the Rio del i |
e nst ml’uon continnance of the Govermr;em of ng- Norte, on its left bank, to ascertain whether the Mexican
cral Herrera, and the refusal of the latter 0 receive our Min- || troops had crossed, or weré preparing to cross, the river, |i )
ister would have been deemed conclusive, unless an intima- || < hecame engaged with a large body of these troops, and |i ]
nmi had been given by General Paredes of: his desire to re- after a short affair, in which some sixteen were km(:d and i ;
verse the d?mswn of his predecessor, . ¢wounded, appear to have been surrounded and compelled 1
But gh_e Gruvemmept of General Paredes owes its existence || ¢ to surrender.” i
toa xmhxm-y_r?voiungn, by whick the subsisting constitu- The grievouswrongs perpetrated by Mexico upon our cit [
tional aythorities had been subvérted. The form of govern- || izens throughout a long period of years, remuin unredressed s |1
ment was entircly chariged, as well as all the high function- |{ and solemn treaties. pledging her public faith for this redves 1
ariesby whom it was administered. have heen disregsz ed. A Government either unable orun-

Under these eircumstances, Mr. Slidell, in obedience to
my direction, addressed.a note to the Mexican Minister of
Foreigu Relations, inder date of the st of March last, ask-
ing to be received by that Government in the diplomatic
character to which he had been appointed. "T'his Minister,

.in his reply, under date of the 12th of March, reiterated the
arguments of his predecessor, and, in terms that nay be con-
sidered as giving just grounds of offcnce to the Government
and people of the United States, denied the application of
M. Slidell. Nothing, therefore,remained for our Envoy but
10 demand his passports, and return to his own country.

Thus the Government of Mexieo, though solemnly pladged
by otficial acts in* October Jast to-receive and acercdit an
American envoy, violated their plighted faith, and refased
the offer of a peacetul adjustment of our difficulties. Not
only was the offer rejected, but the indignity of its rejection
was enhanced by the manifest breach of taith in refusing to
admit the Envoy, who came because they had bound them-
selves to receive him. Nor can it be said that the offer was
fruitless from the want of opportunity of discussing it:
Envoy was present on their own soil. Nercan'it be
to a want of sufficient powers: our Envoy had full powers
to adjust every question of difference. -Nor'way there room
for complaint that our propositious for settlement were un-
reasonable : permission was not even given our Envoy to
makg.any proposition whatever, Nor can it be objected
that we, o our part, would not listen to uny reasonable
terms.of their suggestion: the Mexican Government refused
all negotiation, and have made no proposition of'any kind.

In'my m at the c« ment of the present ses-
sion, I informed you that, upon the earnest appeal both of
the Congr and convention of Texas, I had ordered an
effieient military force to take a position ¥ between the
Nueces and the Del Norte.”? This bad become neecssary to
meet a-threatened invasion of Texas by the Mexican forees,
for which estensive military preparations had been made.
The invasion was threatened solely becaunse Texas had de-
termined, in accordance with n solemn resolution of the
Congress ol the United States, to annex hersel{to onr Union ;
and, under these circumstancesg, it wos plainly our duty 1o
extend our protection-over hter citizens and soil.

This force was concentrated at Corpus Christi, and re-
mained there until after I had received such informaution trom
Mexico as rendered it probable, if not certain, that the Mexi-
can Governnent would refiise to receive our Luvoys

Meéantime Texas, by the final action of our Congress, had
hecome ancintegral part of our Unio'n: Phe Congress of
Texas hg its nct of December 10th, 1836, bad declared the
Rio del Norte to be the houndary of that Republic. 1ts juris-
diction had heeyi vxteuded and cxercised heyond the Nucevs,

- 7Piie country between that river and the Del Norte had been
représented in-the-Congress and in the Convention ot Texas,
had thus taken partin the act of annexation itseif, und is now
ncluded within onc of our Congressional distri Ourown
Congress had, moteover, with great unanim by the nct
approved December 3lst, 18452 recognized the cognlry be-
yund the Nueces as a part of our territory by including it
Within our own reventie systemy; and a revenue offieer, to
reside witiin that district, has been appointed by aud with
the advice and consentof the Senate. Lt beeame, therefore,
of urgent necessity to provide for the det«:ncu ot that portion
of our country. Accordingly, on the thirteenth of January
last, instructions were izsued to the general in ('onnnu.ud
of taese troops 1o occupy e 1éft bank of the Del Norte.
This river—which is the sounthwestern boundary of 4thel
Qtate of Texas—is an exposed fronticr. - From this quarter
invasion was threatened; vpon it and inits immediate Y:Llll-

n the judgwent of high military expericuee, are the

proper stations for the protecting for of the (151\'4%111)1\51))&
in addition to this important consideration, seve al others
oeeurred to induce this movensent. Amm:]g k3 c' are the
facilities afforded by the: ports at Brazos Saxmago:m(} Hm

mouth of the Del Norte for the reception of suppiles b.) s,
te stronger and more healthful military posiions, the <,oxlx-

venience for obtaining a ready and & more abundant sup{]:\y

of provisions, water, tucl, and.forage, and the a}”“"?‘"y‘t”

which are afforded by the Del Nortein forwarding .suppluv:‘ o

such posts a3 nay be established in the intexiorand upon the

Iug'll‘:g gggfl}ffent of the troops to the Del Norte was made
by the Commanding General, under positive instructions o
O all -aggressive acts towards Mexico, or Mexi-

“"5"“‘%;;‘3,‘;' and 1o regard the relations between that Re-

O im and the United States as paceful, unless she should

B e war, or commit acts of hostility indicative of a

23";?2% v’:rar’ He was specially directed to profect private
# - and reg ersonal rights. )

pn'}?fmy u;;ld r:;é’fﬁé pfroxh Corgus Christi on- the 11th of

e he 28th of that month arrived on the left

Mareh, and on the site to Matamoras, where it

7 ihe Del Norte, opposite to L eR
bank ,0 g("ilon a commanding position, which has since béen
:nugz;t%ened by the erection of field works. A dep6t has

willing to enforce the exceution of such treaties, luilsto per-
form one of its plainest duties.

Our commerce with Mexico has been almost annibilated.
It wax formerly highly beneficial to both nations; but our
merchants have been deterred from proseeuting it, by the
system of outrage and exiortion which the Mexican author-
ities have pursued againstthem ; whilstiheir appeals through
their own Governmment for indemnity have been made in
vain.  Our forbearance has gone to el an extreme s to
be mistaken in its character. Had we acted with vigor in

repelling the insuits and redressing the injuries inflieted by
Mexico at the consmencement, we should doubtless have
escaped-all the ditficulties in which we are now involved.
Instend of this, however, we have been exerting our hest
Upon the preiext that

efforts to propitiate her good wills

Pexas, a pation as independent as
unite its destinies with our own, she bi
that we bave severed her rigitful territory, andy in offi
proelamutions and manitestoes, has repeatdly threatened to |
make war upon us, for the purpose of reconyuering Texa
In the meaantime, we have tricd every effort at ceeoneili
tion.  The cup of forbearunce had been
fore the veeent information from the lrontier of the Del Norte.
But now, after reiterated menaces, Mexico has passed the
boundary of the United States, has invaded our territory, and
shed American blood upon the Aweriean soil.  She has pro-
claimed that Ilox(ilitiuss

affected to bel

hersels; thougut proper to !

ve

bausted, cven be- [;

ve commenced, aud that the two i

NALEONS are now at war., i

As war exists, and, notwithstanding all our efforts to avoid 3

ity eXists by the act of Mexico fierselty; we are called upon,
by every consideration of duty and patriotisi, to vindicate,

with decision, the honor, the rights, and the iuterests of our |

country. !

Anticipating the possibility of a erisis fike that which hi

arrived, instructions were given in August kast, “as a

crutionary measure,” agaiust in
sion, nuthorizing General Taylor, it the emergeney required,

to- aceept votunteers, not from Texas only, but from the |

States of Loulsianu, Alubawn, Miss ee, and |

Kentucky ; and corresponding lutters were addressed to the |

respective Governors of those States, These instructions l

i

|

i

|

i

opi, “Lennes:

were repeated ; and in January last, soon after the' incorpo-
ration of #Texas into our uniou of States,’” General Taylor
was Turther-“awhorized by the President to make o réqui-
¢sition upon the executive of that State for such of its militia
¢force as may be needed to repel invasion or to sceure the
<couutry agninst apprehbended invasion.”  On the 2t day-of
Marehy be wus again reminded, “in the event of the ap-
sproeh of any considerable Mexican force, prompty aud !
¢ efficiently to uge the authority with which he was elothed to
ceall to im such auxiliary foren as he might need.”  War
actunlly existing, sud . our teniitory having been invaded,
Generil 'Taylor, pursuant to authority vested in bim by my
dircetion, has cailed on the Governor of Texas for four regi-
ments of Buite roeps—iwo to be mownted, and two to serve
on oot and on the Governor of Louisiann for four regi-
ments of infantry, to be sent o him assoon as practicable.

L further vindication of our rights aod de
tercitory, I invoke the prompt action ot Congr:
nisc the existence of the war, and to place at the disposition
of the Executive the means of prosecuting the war with
vigor, and thus hastening the restoration of peuce,  1'o this |
end I recommend that authority should be given 1o call into |
the publie service a large hody of voluuteers to serve fornot
less tinm six or twelve months unless sooner discharged. A
voltiteey foree is, beyoidd question, more efficient than any
othier deseription” of citizen soldicis; and it is not to be
doubted that a nmuumber far beyond that required would read-
iy rush to the field upon the call of their country. I further
recommend that @ liberal provizion be made for sustaining
our entire military force, and furnishing it with supplies and
munitions of war.

The nost energetic and prompt measures, and the imme-
diate appearance incanus ot'a large and averpowering foree,
arc recommended to Congress as the most certain and efii -
cient means of bringiug the existing collision with Mexico
to a speedy and successtul termination.

In making these recomunendations, I deem it proper to
declare that it my anxious desire not only to terminate
hostilitics. speedily, but w bring all matters in dispute be-
twean this Government and Mexico to an early and amica-
ble adjustment 3 and, in this view, T shall be prepared. to re-

seotintions, whenever Mexico shall be ready toreccive
propositions, ot to make propositions of ler own,

I transmit herewith a copy of the eviresponidence between
our Envoy to Mexico and the Mexiean Minister-for Poreign
Affairs 3 and 50 _much of the correspendence between that
Epvoy and the Sceretary of State, and between the Secre-
tary of War and the General in comumand on the Del Norte,
as are necessary to a full understanding of the subject.

JAMES K. POLK.

vasion, or threatened inva- j
i
!

WasHINGTON, May 11th, 1846,
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