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It is now two years since this latest European war began. From that day in September, 1939, until 
the present moment, there has been an over-increasing effort to force the United States into the 
conflict. 

That effort has been carried on by foreign interests, and by a small minority of our own people; but 
it has been so successful that, today, our country stands on the verge of war . . . 

When this war started in Europe, it was clear that the American people were solidly opposed to 
entering it. Why shouldn’t we be? We had the best defensive position in the world; we had a 
tradition of independence from Europe; and the one time we did take part in a European war left 
European problems unsolved, and debts to America unpaid . . . 

. . . It is obvious and perfectly understandable that Great Britain wants the United States in the war 
on her side. England is now in a desperate position. Her population is not large enough and her 
armies are not strong enough to invade the continent of Europe and win the war she declared 
against Germany . . . If England can draw this country into the war, she can shift to our shoulders a 
large portion of the responsibility for waging it and for paying its cost . . . 

The Roosevelt administration . . . has been carrying this country toward war . . . They have used the 
war to add unlimited billions to a debt which was already the highest we have ever known. And 
they have just used the war to justify the restriction of congressional power, and the assumption of 
dictatorial procedures on the part of the president and his appointees . . . 

We are on the verge of war, but it is not yet too late to stay out. It is not too late to show that no 
amount of money, or propaganda, or patronage can force a free and independent people into war 
against its will. It is not yet too late to retrieve and to maintain the independent American destiny 
that our forefathers established in this new world. . . . 

 

Source: Charles Lindbergh, Des Moines Speech, September 11, 1941, “Lindbergh,” American Experience, 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lindbergh/filmmore/reference/primary/desmoinesspeech.html 
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