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The Monroe Doctrine, 1823

President James Monroe’s 1823 annual message to Congress included a warning to European powers
not to interfere in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere. This portion of the address is known as the
Monroe Doctrine.

The United States was wary of European intervention in Florida, the Pacific Northwest, and Latin
America. In 1821, Russia claimed control of the entire Pacific coast from Alaska to Oregon and closed the
area to foreign shipping. This development coincided with rumors that Spain, with the help of European
allies, was planning to reconquer its former Latin American colonies.

European intervention threatened British as well as American interests. Britain had a flourishing trade
with Latin America, which would decline if Spain regained its New World colonies, and had claims to
territory in the Oregon country of the Pacific Northwest. In 1823, British Foreign Minister George
Canning proposed that the United States and Britain jointly announce their opposition to further
European intervention in the Americas.

Secretary of State John Quincy Adams opposed a joint declaration. He convinced President Monroe to
make a unilateral declaration of American policy—known as the Monroe Doctrine. Monroe announced
that the Western Hemisphere was henceforth closed to further European colonization or puppet
monarchs. He also said that the United States would not interfere in internal European affairs.

For much of the nineteenth century, the United States lacked the military strength to prevent European
intervention in the New World. But since European meddling threatened British as well as American
interests, the Monroe Doctrine was enforced by the Royal Navy. Nevertheless, for the American people,
the Monroe Doctrine was the proud symbol of American hegemony in the Western Hemisphere.
Unilaterally, the United States had defined its rights and interests in the New World.

Excerpted from http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/age-jackson/resources/monroe-doctrine-1823
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Source: Stoven Goldborg and Judith Clark DuPré,
Brief Roeviaw in Global Hisiory and Geography, Prentice Hall (adapted)
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