
 

© 2012 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 
www.gilderlehrman.org 

Original Text: 

…The steady aim of this Nation, as of all enlightened nations, should 
be to strive to bring ever nearer the day when there shall prevail 
throughout the world the peace of justice. There are kinds of peace 
which are highly undesirable, which are in the long run as 
destructive as any war. Tyrants and oppressors have many times 
made a wilderness and called it peace. Many times peoples who 
were slothful or timid or shortsighted, who had been enervated by 
ease or by luxury, or misled by false teachings, have shrunk in 
unmanly fashion from doing duty that was stern and that needed 
self-sacrifice, and have sought to hide from their own minds their 
shortcomings, their ignoble motives, by calling them love of peace. 
The peace of tyrannous terror, the peace of craven weakness, the 
peace of injustice, all these should be shunned as we shun 
unrighteous war. The goal to set before us as a nation, the goal 
which should be set before all mankind, is the attainment of the 
peace of justice, of the peace which comes when each nation is not 
merely safe-guarded in its own rights, but scrupulously recognizes 
and performs its duty toward others. 
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