Original Text: Key Words:

A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have we been wanting

in attention to our British brethren...We have appealed to their native

justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations... We, therefore, the

representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress,
assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude

of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people
of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies

are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are
absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political

connection between them and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to

be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent states, they have full
power to levey war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish

commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states
may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.

Summary:

In Your Own Words:
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